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A. Introductory overv

A.1 Shortintroduction

iew of Natura 2000 network for territory

to the habitat types of Annex | and species of Annex |1 of the

Habitats Directive and Annex | and migratory bird speciesfor which Natura
2000 sites are designated

A.2 Number and area of Natura 2000 sites

Sites of Community
Importance (SCIs)

Number and Area

Reference to Commissior
Decisions on SCls

7 Link to Decisions at
http: //ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/sites _hab/biogeoq regio
ngindex_en.htm

Special Areas of
Conservation (SACs)

Number and Area

Special Protection Areas
(SPAS)

Number and Area

Total Natura 2000 To be compiled
terrestrial area
Total Natura 2000 maring To be compiled

area




A.3 Main land use cover and ecosystem categoriesfor Natura 2000 sites




B. Status of the Habitats and Species

B.1  Most recent assessment of conservation status of species and habitat typesfor
territory

B.1l.a Habitat and species of Habitats Directive

HABITATS SPECIES

FV Ul U2 XX NA FV Ul U2 XX NA

Biogeographic region A

Biogeographic region B

Member Stateor
Region

FV — Favourable; U1 — Unfavourable inadequate; U2 — Unfavourable bad; XX - Unknown; NA — Not reported

HABITATS SPECIES

Region / Conclusion
FV Ul U2 XX NA FV Ul U2 XX NA

Range

Area / Population

Structure / Habitat

Future Prospects

B.1.b Bird species of Birds Directive




B.2  Overall assessment of conservation status by Habitat category / species group

B.3 Overview of pressuresand threatsto species and habitats

Category of pressure/ threat

HABITATS SPECIES
Actual Future Actual Future
pressures| threats pressures| threats

Agriculture, Forestry

Fishing, hunting and collecting

Mining and extraction of materials

Urbanisation, industrialisation and similar acfest

Transportation and communication

Leisure and tourism (other than above)

Pollution and other human impacts/activities

Human induced changes in wetlands and marine
environments

Natural processes (biotic and abiotic)




C. LEGAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONSFOR THE PROTECTION
AND MANAGEMENT OF THE NATURA 2000 SITES

Cl Relevant legal provisions




C.2 Progress and per spectives for management planning for the sites

Progress in
establishing
conservation objective

[72)

% of sites with plans
completed

% of sites with plans in
preparation

% of sites with no
plans

Link to web sites with
plans & any guidelines

More background
information on plans
and comment on othel
instruments/approaches
for management
planning, information
on and plans for
particular sectors (e.qg.
forestry etc.)




C.3 Reevant government and non-gover nmental plans




D CURRENT EXPERIENCE WITH USE OF EU FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS

D1 European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD)

Provide a summary @afllocations under relevant provisions of rural depment fund for
Natura 2000 management, (as well as other releatitinal/regional financing)

Fund Provision Level of Use*

EAFRD 213 Natura 2000 payments
224 Forest Natura 2000 payments
214 agri-environment

225 forest-environment measure

Ul

Other relevant (national/regional) payment schemes
for Territory

Summary of key Natura 2000 related measures beidgrtaken under fund:

Key lessons learnt and obstacles encountered:

* Where estimates are available they should be provided. Otherwise indicate as VS Very significant; MU
Moderate Use; MI Minor use; NU No use

D.2  European Fisheries Fund (EFF)

Provide a summary of allocations under Axis 1-£BF used for Natura 2000 management,
(as well as other relevant national/regional fugdlin

Fund Provision Level of Use*
EFF Axis 1
AXis 2
AXis 3
Axis 4
Other (national/regional) payment schemes for
Territory

Summary of key Natura 2000 related measures beidgrtaken under fund:

Key lessons learnt and obstacles encountered:

Where estimates are available they should be provided. Otherwise indicate as VS Very significant; MU
Moderate Use; MI Minor use; NU No use



D.3  Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund

Provide a summary of allocations under relevantigrons of structural funds used for
Natura 2000 management, (as well as other relexatignal/regional funding)

Fund Provision L evel of Use*
ERDF Category 51

Category 55

Category 56

INTERREG
European Social Fund (ESF)

Summary of key Natura 2000 related measures beidgrtaken under fund:

Key lessons learnt and obstacles encountered:

Where estimates are available they should be provided. Otherwise indicate as VS Very significant; MU
Moderate Use; MI Minor use; NU No use

D4 LIFE+

Provide a summary of allocations under LIFE+ fotuMa 2000 management,

Fund Provision Level of Use*

LIFE+ Nature and Biodiversity

Summary of key Natura 2000 related measures beidgrtaken under fund:

Key lessons learnt and obstacles encountered:

Where estimates are available they should be provided. Otherwise indicate as VS Very significant; MU
Moderate Use; MI Minor use; NU No use
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D.5 Other key funding sources

Fund Level of Use*

7th Framework Programme for Research (FP7)

Public/Private Partnership financing schemes

Use of innovative financing

Other (specify)

Summary of key Natura 2000 related measures beidgrtaken under fund:

Key lessons learnt and obstacles encountered:

Where estimates are available they should be provided. Otherwise indicate as VS Very significant; MU
Moderate Use; MI Minor use; NU No use
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E Current estimate of financial needsfor management of Natura 2000 for the
territory
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F.1

STRATEGIC CONSERVATION PRIORITIESFOR NATURA 2000 FOR THE
TERRITORY FOR PERIOD 2014-2020

Summary of prioritiesfor period (and expected outcomes), for priority habitat
types and species having regard to theto theneed for to measurable progresson
the nature sub-target under EU 2020 biodiversity strategy and for ensuring good
functioning of Natura 2000 network (SACs+ SPAS)
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F.2  Summary of prioritiesfor other habitats and species covered by nature
Directives having regard to the need for to measurable progress on nature sub-
target under EU 2020 biodiversity strategy (Habitats and Birds Directives) and
for ensuring good functioning of Natura 2000 network (SACs + SPAS)

F.3  Strategic prioritiesin relation to investmentsin Natura 2000 linked to green

tourism and jobs, to support climate change mitigation and adaptation or other
ecosystem benefits, for research, education, training, awareness and promotion of
co-oper ation (including cross-border) linked to Natura 2000 management
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G Description of key measuresto achieve priorities

G.l.a General Priority Measuresfor Natura 2000

Type of activity | Description of measure Target
species/habitats/sites

Potential Financing sources*

*Funding sources: EAFRD; ERDF, EFF; ESF, LIFE, National public, Private sources

G.1.b Priority Measuresfor Natura 2000 agricultural and forest habitats and species

Type of activity | Description of measure Targetgesg/habitats/sites

Potential Financing sources*

*Funding sources. EAFRD; ERDF, EFF; ESF, LIFE, National public, Private sources
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G.1l.c Priority Measuresfor Natura 2000 marine and coastal habitats and species

Type of activity | Description of measure Targetgeg/habitats/sites

Potential Financing sourc

PS*

*Funding sources. EAFRD; ERDF, EFF; ESF, LIFE, National public, Private sources

G.1.d Priority Measuresfor Natura 2000 wetlands habitats and species (including peatlands)

Type of activity | Description of measure Target@pg/habitats/sites

Potential Financing sourc

pS*

*Funding sources: EAFRD; ERDF, EFF; ESF, LIFE, National public, Private sources
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G.2 Other priority measures

G.2.a Priority Measuresfor securing ecosystem benefits of Natura 2000, especially in relation to climate change mitigation and
adaptation

Type of activity | Description of measure Target@ps/habitats/sites Potential Financing sources*

*Funding sources. EAFRD; ERDF, EFF; ESF, LIFE, National public, Private sources

G.2.B Priority Measuresfor promoting sustainable tourism and employment in relation to Natura 2000

Type of activity | Description of measure Target@ps/habitats/sites Potential Financing sources*

*Funding sources. EAFRD; ERDF, EFF; ESF, LIFE, National public, Private sources
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G.2.c Priority Measuresto promoteinnovative approachesin relation to Natura 2000

Type of activity | Description of measure

Target@ps/habitats/sites Potential Financing sources*

*Funding sources: EAFRD; ERDF, EFF; ESF, LIFE, National public, Private sources

G.3 Summary table of priority measures per habitat type and species

Feature (habitat type or Conservation status
species) (codefrom HD Article
17report or BD
Article 12 report)

Pressuresand threats
(codesfrom HD Article
17 report or BD Article
12 report)

Priority measure (from section G of PAF, possibly
by coding)
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DRAFT FORMAT FOR A PRIORITISED ACTION FRAMEWORK (PAF)
FOR NATURA 2000

EXPLANATORY NOTES

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Introduction
A Introductory overview of Natura 2000 network for territory

Al Habitat types of Annex | and species of Annesfithe Habitats Directive and Annex | and
migratory bird species of Birds Directive for whiblatura 2000 sites are designated

A2 Number and area of Natura 2000 sites
A3 Main land use cover and ecosystem categooieNditura 2000 sites
B Status of the Habitats and Species
B.1 Latest assessment of conservation statusesfespand habitat types for territory

B.l..a Habitat types and species of Habitats Directive

B.1.b  Annex| and migratory Bird Species
B.2 Overall assessment of conservation status tjt&tacategory / species group
B.3 Overview of pressures and threats to specié$ahitats

C Legal & administrative provisionsfor protection & management of Natura 2000
Cci1 Relevant legal provisions
C.2 Progress and perspectives for management ptafoi the sites
C.3 Relevant government and non-governmental plans

D Current experience with use of EU financial instruments

D1 European Agricultural Fund for Rural Developm@#AFRD)
D.2 European Fisheries Fund (EFF)

D.3 Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund

D.4 LIFE+

D.5 Other key fundingources

E Current estimate of financial needsfor management of Natura 2000 for territory
F Strategic conservation objectives & prioritiesfor Natura 2000 for 2014-2020

G Description of key measures to achieve objectivesand priorities

H Monitoring, evaluation and updating (to be further developed)
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I ntroduction

The establishment of Natura 2000 is now at an atk@stage and the upcoming period will
be critical to making the network fully operatiotlatough the effective management and
restoration of the siteg/hile the main responsibility for financing Natl2@00 lies with the
Member States Article 8 of the Habitats Directixpleitly recognises the need for EU
support for management of the sites, through carftmg by Community financial
instrumentsArticle 8 does not specify the types of EU fundimgich could be used for co-
financing.The current approach, set out in a 2004 CommisS@mnmunication on financing
Natura 2000 for the 2007-2013 financing petjds to integrate the financing of Natura 2000
into the funding streams of different EU policy taes. The opportunity to finance Natura
2000 has been specified in the financial regulatimithe main policy sectors. The
Commission has provided guidance, an IT-tool, aaiding for each Member State to
support the use of this integration apprdadbespite important progress it appears that the
EU co-financing opportunities for Natura 2000 aoé ireen fully utilised

The Commission's Communication on ‘A budget foroper202d has set out the framework
for future EU financing under the new financial trarinual financial framework, firmly
focusing on the delivery of the EU 2020 strategythle environment policy fiche attached to
the budget communicatidit is recognised that the effective managementrastbration of
Natura 2000 sites is central to attainment of the2B20 biodiversity target and that a
strengthened integrated approach using the vakbtlusectoral funds, ensuring their
consistency with the priorities of Natura 2000 actirameworks, together with an enhanced
LIFE Biodiversity strand, will provide a strong lim$or the new Natura 2000 financing
strategy.

The Commission staff working paper of 12 Decemi@dr22provides an overview of relevant
provisions for EU co-financing of Natura 2000 i tGommission proposals for the next
multi-annual financial framework, underlines thaegts to be gained from effective
management of these areas and explains how seatiiction frameworks (PAFs) can serve
as strategic planning tools to strengthen the natemn of Natura 2000 financing into the use
of relevant EU financial instruments for the nesagramming periot

Article 8 of the Habitats Directive already foreselee need to develop "a prioritized action
framework", to be taken when sites are designageglifdCs. This would only be possible on
the basis of Member States establishing Nationdgdaamegional Natura 2000 prioritised
action frameworks (PAFs) for the next financingipérSuch an approach will provide a

1 COM(2004) 431 final.

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura20@0i€ing/index_en.htm

A summary of the current integration approacgiven in the Commission brochure on 'Investing atida
2000 for nature and people’
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/info/pubs#firochures/investing%20in%20N2000%20brochure.pdf

4 COM (2011) 867 final
®  COM(2011) 500 final, page 40

®  SEC(2011) 1573 final
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clearer framework to set out objectives and piigsitdescribe the Natura 2000 measures to
be financed, identify the potential contributioneaich EU fund to the national/regional
Natura 2000 network for the next Financial Perdpeand set out the prioritised actions to
be taken, as well as monitoring and evaluatiorhefrheasures supported.

PAFs are intended as planning tools aimed at ityamgi key priorities and providing an
integrated overview of how to achieve them haveggard to different financing instruments.
Member States will still need to specify their ficégng needs for Natura 2000 under the
relevant plans or programmes. To maximise thelu@nfce and the prospect of the uptake
under the integration approach such action framlksvaill need to be established in advance
of the finalisation of the agreement of key prognags for agriculture, fisheries and regional
development for the next funding period. The olyects to ensure strategic focus on the
most important priorities, as well as complemeiyaand consistency between the
information contained in the prioritised actionfreworks and the relevant programmes?

Article 8 of the Directive indicates that PAFs slibbe prepared at national level. However,
Member State may decide to provide a more refir@méwork at regional levelAs regards
the marine environment the PAFs also relate toffslore marine environment where
Member States are exercising sovereign rights.

A. INTRODUCTORY OVERVIEW OF NATURA 2000 NETWORK FOR THE
TERRITORY

The aim is to set the context in relation to thecsgs and habitats that are the focus of action,
the number and area of Natura 2000 sites for tiiéaiy and details of main ecosystem types
involved.

A.1  Shortintroduction to the habitat types of Annex | and species of Annex |1 of the
Habitats Directive and Annex | and migratory bird speciesfor which Natura
2000 sites are designated

The aim is to provide a summary overview of thecgggeand habitat types, indicating in
particular the situation regarding priority habiigies and species, and if possible providing
an assessment of the importance of the territarpaaticular species and habitat types.

Potential Sources of informatipArticle 17 HD summary reports; 2010 BAP natiogainmary reports;
National web sites; Important Bird Areas 2000 pedtiion or national IBAs

A.2 Number and area of Natura 2000 sites

The aim is to provide summary statistics for theux® 2000 network for both the terrestrial
and marine environmefitsThis should be complemented in an Annex to treud®nt (or a

" In deciding on an appropriate territorial levetiMber States should have regard to available biasbgnd

financial data that is necessary for the evaluation

In accordance with the guidelines for reportimgler Article 17 of the Habitats Directive maringesiare
defined as any of those which include an area af $Be Marine area of sites is the area being béhaw
coastline. The definition of the coastline usedi¢dine the marine boundary should follow internadibor

national legislation. This approach is the samadupted for the revised Standard Data Forms (SEiFs)
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link to a web site) with the most up to date liEB€&Is (indicating sites hosting priority
habitat types/species), those SCls already degdr&ACs, as well as an up to date list of
SPAs.

One or more overview maps should also be providledse can be extracted from the Natura
2000 map viewerhftp://natura2000.eea.europa.guihich also provides a link to the
standard data form for each Natura 2000 site. Othgonal GIS data systems may be used as
well. Other relevant information, such as the ramgde surface areas of the sites , may be
provided where this is considered relevant.

Potential Sources of information: Statistics on the number and area of SCls ands&iPé\available from the
Natura barometer. Member States will need to inditawhat extent the SCIs have formally been dedaey as
SACs. The overall area for Natura 2000 terrestial marine sites can be derived from spatial dhatlag Natura
2000 database.

A.3 Main land use cover and ecosystem categoriesfor Natura 2000 sites

The aim is to provide an overview for the territagncerned of the main CORINE land cover
categories for the Natura 2000 sites (based omaspatundaries of the sites). This will give
an indication of the relative importance of majoogystem types (e.g. forests, grasslands,
marine, wetlands etc) within the Natura 2000 nekwor

Potential Sources of information: Biodiversity Data Centre of the EEA

B STATUSOF THE HABITATSAND SPECIES

The aim is to summarise the most up to date infaoman the conservation status of species
and habitat types covered by Natura 2000 underthetiabitats and Birds Directive and to
present summary information on the main pressurdslaeats they are facing

B.1 Latest assessment of conservation status of species and habitat typesfor territory

B.1l.a Habitat types and species of Habitats Directive

The objective is to provide the most up to datevkedge on the conservation status of the
Annex | habitats and Annex Il species. This shdadgresented for each biogeographical
region covered by the Region concerned. This shalsladl be complemented by the summary
assessment of the parameters for favourable ccatsamstatus

Sources of information: Thiswill largely be based on data extracted from the Habitats Directive Article 17
assessment’.

individual Natura 2000 sites. Thus, a site locaethe coastline and stretching out into the sealldhbe
counted as a ‘marine site’, although it might int#a terrestrial component.

The Article 17 Habitats Directive conservatioatas assessment has been carried out for EU 28 eexl
not cover Bulgaria and Romania, for which otheevaht sources of information will need to be usete
summary data is also provided at national level fordregional PAFs there will be a need for further
analysis
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B.1.b Annex | and migratory Bird Species

For bird species there is as yet no published Bgsssnent on the status and trends of Annex
| and migratory bird species (for which SPAs aassified}°. Notwithstanding, it is

necessary to have data for birds as a basis fortgrsetting in relation to management and
restoration of Natura 2000 sites.

Potential sources of information: the summary of the 2004 Birds in Europe assessment for the country; national
red lists results or other national assessments; the 2010 BAP country profile

B.2 Overall assessment of conservation status by Habitat category / species group

The situation in relation to ecosystem types (egdts, peatlands, grasslands etc.) should be
presented and interpreted.

Potential sources of information: The main source of information will be the summary results of the Article 17
assessment. Thisis also summarised in the 2010 BAP country profile (sections A1.1 & A1.3). More detailed
summaries are available for agriculture and forest related habitats (2010 BAP profiles Objective 2) and for
marine related habitats (2010 BAP profiles Section 3.1). Any relevant information and studies by Member States
for habitats of birds should also be summarised

B.3 Overview of pressuresand threatsto species and habitats

Available information on key pressures and thréatse addressed should be presented,
especially relevant to the management and restorafithe Natura 2000 sites.

Potential source of information: Article 17 summary reports for species and habitats of Habitats Directive.
Information on bird habitats should also be presented where relevant

C. Legal and administrative provisionsfor the protection and management of the
Natura 2000 sites

Cl Relevant legal provisions

Present a short summary of the regulatory, admatigé and contractual approach for the
management of the Natura 2000 sites. Indicatedh®etent authorities for the management
of the sites and indicate any procedural provisems co-operation between the public
authorities as well as between them and privateelsptechnical and scientific institutions,
and if applicable with other regions and trans-kob-operation for implementation of
management measures (max. 1-2 page).

Potential source of information: National/regional web sites and relevant policy documents

C.2 Progress and per spectives for management planning for the sites

The aim is to provide an update on progress angppetives in relation to the establishment
of conservation objectives and measures for speciéhabitats and especially in putting in

10 An assessment on population status and trendbifdrspecies covered by the Birds Directive is amd

preparation in the context of reporting under Aetit2 of this Directive.
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place management plans and/or equivalent instrisrienNatura 2008. Where information
is available on the management systems applyingferent categories of sites, this should
be given.

While it is acknowledged that management plansate requirement under the Directive,
this information is of special interest in ordemtaderstand the instruments the Member
States use to manage their network and also tanfioi@d specific information if required.

In the context of Article 17 reporting under thelitats Directive information is requested on
the overall number of comprehensive managemens@ad the percentage of the network
area covered by the comprehensive managementgllathe number of comprehensive
management plans in preparation Although the SDIFnveiude information on management
plans (with “yes/no/in preparation” information j$ important to inform the general public
on the overall number of comprehensive managemnanspin order to put this number into
context, a new field “% of the network area coveogglans” is included.

In this context management plans are considerepastional instruments that set practical
measures to achieve the conservation objectivabéosites in the network. For reporting
purposes under Article 17, only comprehensive mamagt plans covering an entire Natura
2000 site (or sites) and fulfilling the followingimimum requirements should be reported:

A comprehensive management plan should:

* indicate the habitat types and/or species and kibeatities for which
conservation measures are planned,;

« identify the actual status of the habitat types symecies and the desired
status which should be reached through the consenvaeasures;

» define clear and achievable conservation objectwes

» identify the necessary measures together with te@nsiand a time schedule
which can contribute to meeting those objectives.

Potential sources of information: National/regional web sites; 2010 BAP country profiles (see section A.1.1.1);
"Fact Sheet on Member State Natura 2000 Management Plans' in framework of Management Group on Natura
2000; Information being compiled on management plans in context of reporting under Article 17 Habitats
Directive.

C.3 Relevant gover nment and non-gover nmental plans

Any patrticular initiatives for the conservation amgovery of individual habitat types or
species or groups of them or for strengtheningthieerence of the Natura 2000 network
should be noted (e.g. a national plan for recoeéeatlands or forests). This may also relate
to relevant measures under other plans in fulfiinoémmther EU legislation (e.g. Nitrates
Directive, Water Framework Directive, Marine Stgyeirective etc.)

Potential sources of information: National/regional web sites of competent authorities

1 Whereas management plans are not a legal obligathder the Habitats Directive they are widely

recognised to be a valuable tool in helping defind achieve the necessary conservation measures
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D CURRENT EXPERIENCE WITH USE OF EU FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS

The aim is to get an overview of the significancelative importance of different EU
financial instruments for investments in Natura@@®er the current EU financing period
(2007-2013), the kind of uses being made of themedlsas any problems encountered in
using these funds. Background information on ed¢heorelevant sectoral funds and the
opportunities they provide for EU co-financing ohthira 2000 is available in the 'Financing
Natura 2000 guidance handbobkPresentations on the relevance of each of thes&etpral
fundo?Swere also made at the conference on finarid¢atgra 2000, held in Brussels in July
2010~.

D1 European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD)

Provide a summary of allocations under Axis 2 ofdRDevelopment Programmes, as well as
other national/regional financing. The aim is toypde an indication of the current approach
to use of the funds for the territory, including@ tmain categories being applied (e.g. whether
category 213 Natura 2000 type payments or categfbtyagri-environment payments etc
apply). There is an opportunity to indicate otledevant categories. Where estimates are
available they should be provided. Otherwise, iatias VS (Very significant); MU
(Moderate Use); MI (Minor use); NU (No use).

Please also provide an additional narrative summgrglevant details, including an
indication of the key Natura 2000 conservation raessbeing pursued. Also indicate
important lessons learnt in relation to the usthe§e funds, obstacles encountered that may
need to be overcome to improve uptake of fundiniyiire.

Potential source of information: Section A.2.1 of 2010 BAP country profile provides details on the allocation of
funds to main categories of RDP. Information has also been compiled as part of the Commission study on
Financing of Natura 2000. Member States may also have access to national/regional databases. In relation to
the conservation measures being used the key source should be the rural development plans for the territory
concerned.

D.2  European Fisheries Fund (EFF)

Provide a summary of allocations under Axis 1-£BF used for Natura 2000 management.

Due to fact that coding system for EFF funds daggmnovide breakdown for Natura 2000 the
information is likely to be limited. In this conteglease indicate in narrative text any projects
where EFF funds have been allocated/used plea&&Hffunds are available and not utilised,
where possible, please indicated an obstacles atered.

Potential source of informatioection 3.2.1 of 2010 BAP country profile. Information compiled as part of the
Commission study on Financing of Natura 2000.

12 Available in 22 languages hittp:/ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura20@giting/index_en.htm

13 http://www.ecologic-events.de/natura2000/down|datrs.
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D.3  Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund

Provide a summary of allocations under the relecatdgories of structural funding (51, 55
and 56) as well as the use of INTERREG for Nat@@02management. Also indicate to what
extent the European Social Fund may have beeneappli

Potential source of informatioSection B.1.1.4 of 2010 BAP country profileformation has also been
compiled as part of the Commission study on Financing of Natura 2000. Member States may also have access to
national/regional databases. In relation to the conservation measures being used the key source should be the
regional development plans for the territory concerned.

D4 LIFE+

Provide a summary of allocations under LIFE+ fotuda 2000 management and indicate the
main type of conservation measures being undertakene fund as well as key lessons
learnt

Potential source of informatioSection B.1.1 of 2010 BAP country profile. LIFE#atabasé? Information has
also been compiled as part of the Commission study on Financing of Natura 2000

D.5 Other funding sources

Indicate any other important sources of fundingvaht to the management of Natura 2000,
particularly EU related funding, such as tffeFfamework Programme for Research. Also
indicate any significant public/private partnershi@ncing schemes or innovative financing
initiatives. Summarise the key conservation measheing undertaken and lessons learnt.

Also indicate in this section whether there haslse®y 'programmatic’ approach towards the
national/regional funding of Natura 2000.

Potential source of informatioNational reports and web sites. Examples of imtioe financing relevant to
Natura 2000 are available in the Commission cotgfac

%" The Life project database summarises all relepegjects

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Pregéndex.cfmReviews of LIFE funded projects for several
key ecosystems are availablenstp://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/themes/nahine.

5 For examples see study on "Innovative use of Ed$ to finance management measures and activities

Natura 2000 sites" at
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2@@diting/docs/innovative_use eu_funds.pdf
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E CURRENT ESTIMATE OF FINANCIAL NEEDSFOR MANAGEMENT OF
NATURA 2000 FOR THE TERRITORY

The aim is to summarise the results of the 2008tip@naire, which was designed to obtain
an estimate of the financial resources requirezbtoplete and effectively manage Natura
2000 at land and sea. The aim was to have estiroatssstent with managing all sites so as
to ensure they make their contribution to the ové&ourable conservation status of the
network as defined in Articles 1e and 1i of the l#th Directivé®. This related to the
implementation of the management measures foresdba Directives, in particular in
relation to Article 6 of the Habitats and Articleofithe Birds Directive.

Individual Member States’ cost estimates shoulatesio all site¥ for which they have
responsibility. Estimates should relate to whaitils required and not to what is currently
spent, or what has already been spent. The aintonagsent an estimate of future costs.
However, the Commission did also encourage thosetdes who have annual estimates of
actual expenditure to provide them as additionfarmation.

Financing needs are based on activities relatinbgananagement requirements at Natura
2000 sites or to network costs. To establish sbescy and compatibility across Natura 2000
sites, some form of uniform system of reportingcosts was clearly required. The key
reference used in this questionnaire was Anneafllhe Commission Communication on
Financing Natura 2000 (2004), which establishedetirpinary list of necessary measures and
activities for the establishment and managemetitefNatura 2000 network. The
Communication classification has subsequently la@tculated in the Financing Natura 2000
Guidance Handbodk As noted, this is generally consistent with thdier classifications.

It was not based on the nature of the costs indulilee labour, fuel or utility charges but on
the type of the activities to be financed. The nwtegories of costs for the 2008
guestionnaire were

EC 2008 Type of cost
Finalisation of sites One-off
Investment costs One-off
Management planning One-off
Management planning Recurrent
Habitat management and monitoring Recurrent

Where Member States have more updated and rekabhaates of costs these can be
provided for the territory.

Potential sources of information: National responses to 2008 questionnaire or more updated estimates of costs
that have been prepared for the territory

¥ Favourable conservation status does not appehe iBirds Directive but it can be seen as a toobietermining the ecological

requirements of the various bird species undeckr and the EC has argued that the obligatioenebt to the Birds Directive in its
own guidance on hunting under the Birds Directive.
17 Note that site specific cost estimates areneetled; only the national aggregates across $iteddsbe reported — see further below
and the questionnaire.
http://circa.europa.eu/Public/irc/env/financing_uratlibrary?l=/contract_management/handbook update&letailed&sb=Title

(table 3 page 10).
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F STRATEGIC CONSERVATION PRIORITIESFOR NATURA 2000 FOR THE
TERRITORY FOR PERIOD 2014-2020

Outline the strategic priorities for the next pereind how this is expected to improve
conservation status of Natura 2000 habitat typesspecies over the next financing period
(2014 to 2020). Particular attention needs to he fmastrategy for improving the

conservation status for priority habitat types apdcies. However, the strategy should not be
limited to this and should also consider more widew to secure improvements in
conservation of other Natura 2000 habitats andiepemder both Birds and Habitats
Directive (linked to nature sub-target). It cascalake an ecosystem perspective (e.g.
agricultural, forest, wetland, marine, etc). Whertdee primary focus should be on the sites
there may also be justification for measures aiatetie overall coherence of the network,
including those directly linked to implementatiohAsticle 10 of the Directive.

There will be a need to incorporate into strateqy priorities a clear link to benefits from
financial investments in Natura 2000 and ecosystemices, especially in relation to climate
change and mitigation, and also to socio-economnehts. The information may be
organised under three main headings, the firstftwosing in particular on the conservation
priorities to be achieved for priority habitat tgp@nd species as well as other habitat types
and species, the third on links to wider policyembives and the benefits of investments in
Natura 2000lt is for the Member States indicate their pri@stin light of the above
considerations, and having full regard to theiteste development in establishing and
implementing Natura 2000.

F.1  Summary of prioritiesfor period (and expected outcomes) for priority habitat
types and species having regard to need for measurable progress on nature sub-
target under EU 2020 biodiversity strategy (Habitats and Birds Directives) and
for ensuring good functioning of Natura 2000 network (SACs + SPAS)

F.2  Summary of prioritiesfor period (and expected outcomes) for other habitat
types and species having regard to need for measurable progress on nature sub-
target under EU 2020 biodiver sity strategy (Habitats and Birds Directives) and
for ensuring good functioning of the Natura 2000 network (SACs + SPAS)

In line with Article 8 of the Habitats DirectivegPAF should recognise the particular
importance of priority habitats and species’ listedler this Directive. However, full
consideration needs to be given to other speci@hahitats, especially those for which the
Member States/Regions has a particular resportgifoli their conservation within the EU. It
is for the Member State to identify the habitatey@nd species most in need and for which
Natura 2000 investments are required.

In establishing priorities the results of the Algid7 assessments under the Habitats Directive
need to be fully considered Together with inforimabn the status of birds this forms the
baseline for assessing progress towards attainofdéiné nature target of the EU 2020
biodiversity strategy. The priorities should reflédwe objective of achieving a significant and
measurable improvement in the status of speciefabithts by 2020
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Target 1 of EU Biodiversity Strategy™

To halt the deterioration in the status of all sge@nd habitats covered by EU nature
legislation and achieve a significant and measerabprovement in their status so that, by
2020, compared to current assessments: (i) 100% haditat assessments and 50% more
species assessments under the Habitats Direciove &h improved conservation status; and
(i) 50% more species assessments under the Birdste show a secure or improved
status.

Priority setting should also have regard to thecfiaming and coherence of the network,
including ecological connectivity of Natura 2000vader measures supporting the sites as
part of green infrastructure.

F.3  Strategic prioritiesin relation to investmentsin Natura 2000 linked to green
tourism and jobs, to support climate change mitigation and adaptation or other
ecosystem benefits, for resear ch, education, training, awareness and promotion of
co-oper ation (including cross-border) linked to Natura 2000 management

In order to secure adequate financing for Natu@2@ere needs to be increased focus on its
contribution to the attainment of Europe 2020 ofijes’™. Optimising the benefits provided
by investing in Natura 2000 needs to be more gleaflected in the priority setting.

In addition to protecting nature's intrinsic valogesting in Natura 2000 provides multiple
benefits to society and the economy, at the lagegipnal, national and EU level. The most
relevant socio-economic benefits include the réldatura 2000 in regulating climate(e.g.
mitigating climate change - including services dikgrelevant to climate change mitigation
and adaptation such as flood conveyance of wet]aradsral coastal protection of dune
systems, carbon sequestration of peatlands arabitity of forested mountain areas to
prevent erosion and landslides), maintaining witer and quality, safeguarding natural
pollinators, preserving landscape and amenity wlaed supporting tourism and recreation.

Several studies have already been undertakenddCdmmission to evaluate the benefits of
Natura 200€%. Three further studies evaluating overall besefitNatura 2000, the benefits
linked directly to delivery of conservation measuat the sites and the tourism, recreational
and employment benefits of investing in Natura 2000 be finalised before the end of
2011.

19 COM (2011) 540 final

2 Europe 2020 is the EU's growth strategy for theiag decade aimed at a smart, sustainable anasiwel

economy. These three mutually reinforcing priositghould help the EU and the Member States deliver

high levels of employment, productivity and social  cohesion.
The EU has set five ambitious objectives - on emplent, innovation, education, social inclusion and
climate/energy - to be reached by 2020. Each Mer8kete has adopted its own national targets in e&ch
these areas. Concrete actions at EU and nationaklsle underpin the strategy (see
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/index_en.htm)

21
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2080age ment/guidance_en.htm
22

The results of Commission funded studies on #wehts of Natura 2000 are available on the web it
DG ENVathttp://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2d@i€ing/index_en.htm
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Therefore in establishing priorities for finandiavestments in Natura 2000 full consideration
needs to be given to

* Multiple ecosystem benefits that can be derivethfsuch investments

» the potential link between financial investment®Namtura 2000 and climate
changé® It is for Member States to identify particular Net 2000 habitat types
(e.g. peatlands, river floodplains, forests, cddsdbitats) for which investments can
also provide climate change benefits.

« the link between Natura 2000 investments, touriathjabs and opportunities for
research, education, training, awareness and promat co-operation (including
cross-border) linked to Natura 2000 management

28 Commission guidelines on Natura 2000 and climhtnge are in preparation
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G DESCRIPTION OF KEY MEASURESTO ACHIEVE PRIORITIES

The essential measures to give effect to prioritesd to be identified by the Member State.
A typology of 25 Natura 2000 management activitieg may be eligible for EU co-financing
has been developed (see Annex). This may be broadityed as one-off investment costs
and recurring management costs. Eligibility of eliéint activities will vary under different

EU funds.

It is proposed that this is best approached orcasystem perspective. Where possible,
measures should be linked to each habitat typespedes prioritised in the strategy. This can
be further strengthened if linked to different Nat@000 sites. The measures should also
have full regard to ongoing work on setting conagon objectives and on the development
of management plans or equivalent instrumentsii®isttes (section C.2). They should also
have full regard to the obstacles and lessonstl&@m use of EU funds under the current
financing period (section D).

The Natura 2000 Financing Natura 2000 guidance th@oidand IT-tool already provide an
indication of the type of conservation measuresiey be applicable under current different
sectoral funds, including potential examples ansl itcommended that these are availed of,
while noting that the future regulations may nattean each of the same provisions.

For each major heading and using the attached Apreasde for each major category the
following breakdown

* An outline of the type of activity

» Description of the measures to be undertaken

* Anindication of the target species/habitats/sites

* Anindication of potential financing sources

Where estimated costs exist for different priontgasures (in accordance with information
provided under section E) they can be indicatatipagh this may not be possible in relation
to certain measures.

The following sections are indicative and can bapaed in relation to the priorities identified
and indicated in Section F for the territory comegt. There may also be an overlap between
measures indicated for one section and anotherr{egsures for restoration of peatlands can
be indicated under wetlands and climate chang@atitin/adaptation).

In relation to level of detail to be provided theahould be to provide a level of
specification in relation to conservation meastines can be readily translated into national
and/or regional programmes.

G.1 General Priority Measuresfor Natura 2000

Indicate the general priority measures that ardinké¢d to particular ecosystem or land

category types. This can also include measuresdind good functioning of the network.
This should relate to one off investments as weHlezurring costs.
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G.l.a Priority Measuresfor Natura 2000 agricultural and forest habitats and species

Indicate the main agriculture and forestry relatezhsures to give effect to priorities. This
should relate to one off investments as well agrrégy costs. Of particular interest here are
measures linked to Rural Development Policy unkderGAP. However, other financial
instruments may also be relevant.

G.1.b Priority Measuresfor Natura 2000 marine and coastal habitats and species

This should include consideration of marine manag@mmeasures that are linked to
fisheries. This should relate to one off investreeas well as recurring costs. If possible also
have regard to the potential for complementaritthwieasures taken under the Marine
Strategy Directive

G.1.c Priority Measuresfor Natura 2000 wetlands habitats and species, including
peatlands.

This may include measures linked to aquacultufesshwaters. This should relate to one off
investments as well as recurring costs. Also hagand to actions being taken under EU
water legislation, especially the Water Framewone&live

G.2 Other priority measures

As some EU co-financing opportunities for Natur@2onay be linked to the attainment of
other EU objectives (e.g. in relation to socio-emoit development, climate change
adaptation and mitigation, employment) it will becessary to identify measures that provide
such multiple benefits. The following sections eadicative and can be adapted in relation to
the situation pertaining to the territory concerned

G.2.a Priority Measuresfor securing ecosystem benefits of Natura 2000, especially in
relation to climate change mitigation and adaptation

G.2.b Priority Measuresfor promoting sustainable tourism and employment in relation
to Natura 2000

G.2.c Priority Measuresto promote innovative approachesin relation to Natura 2000

Indicate priority measures that provide multiplesstem benefitd and that contribute to
‘Green Infrastructure’. These may be one off inmesits or recurring management.

They may be climate change mitigation and adaptatieasures, including in relation to
carbon sequestration and water quality and quami@yagement measures.

Measures that contribute to the sustainable dewsdop of the territory and for which Natura
2000 sites provide benefits to the local populagbauld be considered. This includes
measures for tourism and promotion of local busieesMeasures may include investments

24 information from the 3 Commission studies on biseff Natura 2000 will be made available in 2011.
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in visitor infrastructure and nature interpretafioreasures that promote Natura 2000 related
entrepreneurial opportunitiés.

There will also be a need to consider and triabwative financing measures for Natura 2000,
especially in relation to private financing. Thigynnclude tourism and entrepreneurial
activities directly linked to and benefitting fraitme Natura 2000 areas but also in relation to
the multiple benefits provided by investments imagement and restoration of Natura 2000
sites (e.g. in relation to water quality managenudmectives).

Section G.3. Summary Table for of measures per speciesand habitat type

This summary table allows crosschecking from thiatpaf view of species and habitats, to
see how pressures and threats to each specieattakitaddressed in the given
region/Member State. This summary table shoulddiseach feature (species or habitat) the
planned priority measures to be financed from Etding (e.g. agri-environmental payment
for late mowing, forest-environmental payment ftarning dead wood in the forest). This
could serve for crosschecking which features amarn@d to be covered with one or more
planned measures from EU financing/co-financings Will allow for an overview of the
priority measures planned for each feature hawgand to the conservation status of the
given feature and whether they represent a pr@s@onse to the main pressures and threats.
Also, this allows a comparison between differegiors/Member States to see, feature by
feature, how pressures and threats are addrestad thie range of the feature.

Section H:  Monitoring, evaluation and updating of PAFs

Different elements for evaluation of the prioriteasd measures to be undertaken in
accordance with the prioritised action frameworleadly exist.

As regards the main expected outcome of improvedawation status of species and
habitats the Article 17 evaluation and reportingtesn of the Habitats Directive is the key
mechanism, and reporting will be foreseen for 20QB4 and 2020/2021. A system for
reporting on the population status and trends mfshiinder the Birds Directive is under
development with the aim of being in place by 20lHese reporting systems will also
provide the principal basis for evaluating progressieeting the 2020 nature target of the EU
biodiversity strategy.

Member States should also be in a position to et@lprogress through review of the
implementation of management plans and equivahsttuments. Progress in the
establishment of these management tools will aésarbimportant indicator.

Each of the EU sectoral funds (EARDF, ERDF etc)thag own monitoring and evaluation
systems and it is not proposed to duplicate thesmyvever, in designing projects under these
funds and under any future LIFE instrument theagatbrs of success should be defined in

% An example of the types of investment consideredtie Slovenian Natura 2000 programme for theopleri
2007-2013 is given in Annex 4.6 to the ‘Natura 26@@ management programme: 2007-2013 operational
programme’
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relation to the objectives of these projects. Thefw@uld also be full regard to determining the
allocation and uptake of funds for Natura 2000 urnlde different sectoral funds.

There should be a provision for updating of the BAHight of improved knowledge on the
measures to be taken (e.g. as result of LIFE pi®jacluding work on the development of
‘integrated projects’, or the outcome of biogeodpiapl seminars on management of Natura
200) and also having regard to developments inraroming under key EU policy sectors
(e.g. CAP, CFP). Progress in implementation offA€s shall also be considered in the
context of future reviews of implementation of tbé Biodiversity strategy.
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ANNEX

Natura 2000 management Activities which may be eligible for EU co-financing®

=

et

Categorisation No. | Typesof Activities Further description

1 Administration of the site selection Funding for authorities carrying out the
process selection process.

2 Scientific studies/inventories for the Scientific studies, research personnel,

Establishment !dentificgtion of sitgs — surveys, workshops and meetings, creation of
inventories, mapping, condition databases etc.
qf Natura 2000 assessment
stes 3 Preparation of initial information and Including handbooks, seminars,
publicity material workshops, communication materials f
training and capacity building.

4 Pilot projects Initial ‘trial’ projects at sites.

5 Preparation of management plans, Elaboration and/or update of
strategies and schemes (including management and action plans, land us|
scientific studies and investigations plans etc.
needed for planning and implementation
based on solid knowledge)

6 Establishment of management bodies Start-up fund@agibility studies,

management plans etc.

7 Consultation — public meetings, liaison | Including costs incurred for the
with landowners organization of meetings and workshoy

publication of consultation outcomes,

financial support of stakeholders, etc.
M anagement Can include networking activities (trave
planning meetings and workshops).

8 Review of management plans, strategies Review and updating of management
and schemes plans and strategies.

9 Running costs of management bodies | Including: running costs incurred to me
(maintenance of buildings and equipmentiiepreciation of infrastructure,

consumables, travel expenses, rents g
leases etc.

10 Maintenance of facilities for public accessIncluding costs related to guides, mapg
and use of the sites, interpretation, related personnel.
observatories and kiosks etc.

11 Staff (conservation/project officers, Ongoing staff costs.
wardens/rangers, workers)

12 Conservation management measures —| Including restoration work, provision of
maintenance and improvement of habitatstildlife passages, management of
favourable conservation status specific habitats, and preparation of

Ongoing habitat management plans.
management. 13 Conservation management measures —| Including restoration work, provision of
and monitoring maintenance and improvement of speciesiildlife passages, management of
favourable conservation status specific species (flora and fauna) and
plans.

14 Conservation management measures in Including restoration work,

relation to invasive alien species (IAS) | infrastructure, management of specific
species, and preparation of manageme
plans.
2 P 33, Financing Natura 2000, Guidance Handboolevised version

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura20@€ing/index_en.htm
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Categorisation

No.

Types of Activities

Further description

15

Implementation of management scheme
and agreements with owners and
managers of land or water to follow
particular prescriptions.

sincludes:

e Agri-environmental measures, e.g.
wildlife-friendly production
methods, habitat restoration on
agricultural land, extensive
livestock breeding, conservation o
meadows, etc

. Forest-environmental measures,

e.g. creation of exploitation-free
zones, retention of dead wood,
control or eradication of invasive
alien species, afforestation or
reforestation activities, manageme
of specific vegetation, etc.

e Aqua-environmental measures, e.g.
habitat maintenance in aquacultur
zones etc. (relates to aquaculture
rather than fishing).

n

16

Provision of services: compensation for
rights foregone and loss of income and
developing acceptability ‘liaison’ with
neighbors

Costs of compensation, e.g. to farmers|
foresters or other land owners or users
for income forgone as a result of
management prescriptions needed for
Natura 2000.

17

Monitoring and surveying

Refers mainly to one-of§tsorelated to

monitoring and surveying activities, e.g.

development of monitoring plans,
methods and equipment and training o
personnel.

18

Risk management (fire prevention and
control, flooding etc)

Includes the preparation of wardening
and fire-control plans, development of
relevant infrastructure, and equipment
purchase.

19

Site surveillance

Includes on-going surveillance,
wardening and patrolling activities. Carj
include personnel costs, consumables,
travel, etc in order to implement
surveillance and guarding activities,
including surveillance to control harmfu
recreational or economic activities and
protect against wildfires.

20

Provision of information and publicity
material

Includes establishing communication
networks, producing newsletters and
awareness-raising and information
materials, setting-up and maintaining
internet pages, etc.

21

Training and education

Including production of hiamoks,
seminars, workshops and communicati
materials.

22

Facilities to encourage visitor use and
appreciation of Natura 2000 sites

Investment costs

23

Land purchase, including compensation

for development rights

Land purchase to achieve environment

al

protection and management schemes.
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Categorisation

No.

Types of Activities

Further description

24

Infrastructure needed for habitat or
species restoration

Includes an array of measures for the
creation of specific infrastructure for the
management of the environment, e.g. f]
water management in peat bogs and
mines.

Can include equipment acquisition (for
equipment relevant to the running of
protection and management institutions
such as office and IT equipment,
monitoring materials, boats, diving
equipment, cameras, etc.)

D

25

Infrastructure for public access,
interpretation, observatories and kiosks,
etc

Infrastructure for public use that is
conducive to environmental protection
and management (e.g. infrastructure tg
increase the amenity value of sites suc|
as signage, trails, observation platform
and visitor centres).

Can include equipment acquisition (for
equipment relevant to the running of
protection and management institutions
such as office and IT equipment,
monitoring materials, boats, diving

=

1

equipment, cameras, etc.)
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